New family in an old country courtyard

by Aasmund Stokke, Oct 9, 1982

Items in brackets added by Don Severs Nov, 1998 to correct small spelling and date errors.

Amund Lassesen Lykken is the first of this family who was an owner and user of “Nordgarden” (the north farm) at Stokke. “Nordgarden” is one of the six main farms at Stokke, and was parted as a separate farm some time in the beginning of the 17th century. It is the smallest of the six farms which were situated at Stokke at that time, and had a debt = 1 “ore” and 16 “marklag”.

Around New Year time in 1778 Amund Lassesen bought “Nordgarden” from Captain Preben Christian von Mollerup; the deed was written January 2nd 1788 [1778] and the price was 99 “riksdaler” (rdl). As a safety for the price Amund pawned with grain – and haycrop and all his ownings and his cattle.

The new family in “Nordgarden” came and settled at Stokke, from where is unknown – but one of the daughters, Berit, was borne in Romsdal in 1779. Maybe the family came from Romsdal in 1779, maybe from Gudbrangsdalen. It is not impossible that Amund was a relative of Torsten Lassesen Svartafroen who was a cotter at this cotter’s farm (“Svartafroen”), belonging to a greater farm, “Gronset”.

We do not know when they came to this district, but they seem to have come to Stokke late in the 1780s. In 1787 Sergent Furst [Furset] was registered as a farmer in “Nordgarden”, and there had been a frequent replacement of farmers in the 1780s. In 1781 Ravard Pedersen was the owner, in 1784 it’s john Christophersen and in 1787 Sergent Furset. The frequent replacements may indicate that the farm was not very profitable at that time, and vice versa, the farm was not getting more profitable due to the frequent replacements.

Amund Lassesen started working to reestablish the farm. Tradition has it that he was a clever workman. Amund Lassesen dug some ditches and strengthened them with stones. These ditches was later discovered at a place called “Pilvollen”. These were more shallow then today’s ditches, about 20 – 30 cm down to the solid rocks used. This was deep enough owing to the kind of ploughs they used, and ditch digging was not especially common at that time (about 1800). Amund found that it was necessary to build a new barn in “Nordgarden”, and when he had finished, he scratched into one of the logs: “I, Amund Lassesen, hath built this house, and no one hath me helped”.  Amund had built the barn all alone and the scratching indicated that Amund could read and write, - especially writing was not common among lay people.

Amund Lassesen owned a mill with Johannes, who was a farmer at “Skogan”, and they payed each half of the 6 “skilling” they had to pay as a tax for the mill.

Amund did not have enough money to pay the price for the farm, and this was the reason why he is registered without property at property and income tax in 1789. Unfortunately it did not matter that Amund Lassesen was a clever worker – at about the middle of the 1790s the fishing began to fail, and because the fishery implied so much for their income it was almost impossible to become free from debt. Good fishery often settled the case of whether a farmer was to become a “self-owner” or a cotter.

In 1802 – 03 came the first bad years for farming. Amund Lassesen and his son-in-law Jacob Eriksen ran “Nordgarden” together, and owned 20 “marklag” each. Autumn 1804 they were forced to mortgage “Nordgarden” for 90 “rdl”. Loan from Mr. Hans, who was a curate at Kvernes parish. During value estimation in 1803 “Nordgarden” was set to 95 “rdl”.

Autumn 1804 four of the six main farms at Stokke were mortgaged for a loan. In addition to “Nordgarden”, also “Jeilhaugen” was mortgaged to “Army – Hans” as he was called.  Hans Gron Bull was his real name and were [was] known as a reasonable landowner.

Berit, oldest daughter of Amund Lassesen and Sonneve Andersdatter, was married to Jacob Eriksen from Skie in Skidsdalen in Ore parish, at June 2nd 1800. The 7th of October the same year they received a deed giving them half of “Nordgarden” – 20 “marklag” – from Amund. Amund and his son-in-law therefore came to run the farm together even after the time when the farm was mortgaged to Mr. Hans (1804).

February 1st 1801 there was a census, after which these people were listed as belonging to “Nordgarden”:


Amund Lassesen 61 years of age, master and farmer


Sonneve Andersdatter 61 years of age, his wife

Children:


Lasse 30 years of age soldier (or militiaman)


Mali 25 years of age taken to bed


Jacob Eriksen 27 years of age, lodger and on daily pay


Beret Amundsdatter 22 years of age, his wife (Amund’s daughter)


Child: Ingeborg 1 year of age

Anders, the elder son of Sonneve and Amund, was married to Marit Jacobsdatter Stokke (from the neighbour farm) as early as 1793. They settled at a cotter’s farm at the farm “Halset” on Bergsoy. They had a daughter, Ane, who was borne in 1793, she probably died as an infant. The daughter Mali, born 25th of Octobre 1794 died the 5th of August 1796 before she was 2 years old. In 1797 they had a daughter who was given the name Synneve after her grandmother. Their daughter Bridt, born 1800, was later married to Amund Jacobsen Stokke, her cousin.

Lasse, the second oldest of Amund and Sonneve’s sons, was later married and settled at Flatset on Frei.

The daughter Mali, who was taken to bed, did not live long after the census. She died the 3rd of April 1801, 26 years of age.

This way the oldest daughter Beret and her husband Jacob came to take over “Nordgarden”. Still, it is Amund who is responsible for “Nordgarden” when the sheriff (“lensmann”) and two witnesses arrived at the farm late in winter 1808 to register cattle and feed supply. During times of scarce resources, government commission had ordered such registration. There was now questioned whether the cattle was needed for the family household or if they had anything “to spare for his Royal Majesty’s Service”. Amund was of the opinion that they had to keep the cattle (1 horse, 7 cows, 12 calfs) for a living, and he did not have any feed (hay or straw) to spare.

1807 – 08 had been difficult years for agriculture, consequently the King and his government arranged for the possibility of loans to buy seed, in 1809. Amund and Jacob managed through these years without resorting to “seedloan”. But the grain – the oat – had turned expensive; from autumn 1807 to autumn 1811 the price for one barrel rose from 3 ¾ “riksdaler” to 15 “riksdaler” in Kvernes parish – a four-time rise in four years.

An income – tax was charged in 1809, and Amund Lassesen quoted to have had an income of 59 “riksdaler”. Here from he then could subtract 50 “rdlr.” As was the tax-free amount. From the 9 “rdlr.” Left, he paid 36 “skilling” for tax, that is about 4%. This tax was also charged the year after, and Amund quoted then to have an income of 69 ¾ “rdlr.”. The taxable income was now 18 ¾ “rdlr.”, and the tax was 72 “shilling”. But still it was the property taxes which were the “heavy” taxes, the other taxes often were additional taxes.

There were now more mouths to feed. Ingeborg, Berit and Jacob’s eldest child, was borne 20th of July 1800. The 12th of July 1802 they had a son who was called Amund after his grandfather – as was the tradition when the mother was the heir of the farm. Erik, as he was called after his grandfather (Jacob’s father), was borne December 22nd 1804. March 27th in1804 they had a daughter Olava. She died about 16 years of age, in 1824. Synnove, who was borne 6th of May in 1811 was named after her grandmother (Berit’s mother).

Ingeborg was married in 1822 to Anders Olsen Trettvik from Kvernes. They lived in Trettviken some years, but moved to a cotter’s farm called “Troe” in Veiset in Kvernes parish. Erik, the second oldest son was also married to [at] Veiset; July 21st 1828 he was married to a widow called Mant Jacobsdatter and settled at Veiset. The inhabitants at “Nordgarden” had managed through the hard years 1807 and 1808 without having to apply for governmental “seedloans” in 1809. In 1813, however, Jacob had to loan 40 “daler” for buying seedcorn. The great year of depression (1812), traditionally called “the green year”, because the grain – the oat – did not ripen that year, forced Jacob, and others alike, to loan for buying seed. It took Jacob 12 – 15 years to pay back this amount. February 11th that year (1813) Berit’s mother, Sonneve Andersdatter, died in her 75th year. The summer of 1813 was warm, and the oat was early ripened. The warm weather gave Short Straw, and the year was accordingly called “the little year” among the farmers.

Peace came in the year 1914 [1814]. An inflation-ridden economy and a damaged monetary system was now to be reorganized and a National Bank founded. In the summer of 1816 the government (Storfinget) passed an Act on compulsory tax payment – “the silver tax” – for the foundation of the National Bank – Bank of Norway. Jacob had to pay 4”spd” which was called in as half of the now rather valueless “riks-bankdalerne” – the monetary unit in Norway from 1813 to 1816. A smaller tax was to be paid in the years to come (until 1825) – this was called in as the second half of “riksbankdalerne”.

In 1816 Beret and Jacob had a son who was given the name of Jacob when he was christened in the church of Kvernes. August 30th 1840 he was married to Marit Paulsdatter Stavern from Lesja in Gudbrangsdalen. They lived at Stokke when their daughter Boletta was borne 14th of February 1842. They moved to Flatset at Frei where they founded a cotter’s place. From there they moved to town (Kristiansund) where they rented room at Innlandet (one of the islands of Kristiansund). Jacob Jacobsen was a ferryman. His daughter Elisabeth was borne in April 1818, and she was married in 1840 to John Olesen Bolgen from Frei.

Autumn 1818, at October 13th, Amund Lassesen died, and was buried at Kornstad church. Division of inheritance was held 3rd of Novembre and the decedent estate was estimated to 45 “spd.”, 1”ort” and 18 “skilling”. His son Lasse Amundsen at Flatset was now dead, therefore the grandson Amund Lassesen inherited his father’s part.

Two years later (1820) Beret and Jacob once again gave birth to a daughter, called Maria, who 10th of July 1842 was married to Johan Peder Olsen from Kristiansund. Some years later, in 1848, they moved to “Nesbukten”, which was partly owned by Amund Jacobsen (Maria’s brother) and partly by Iver Ellingsen Stokke. Their (Maria and Johan’s)  oldest daughter, Olava, borne June 6th 1841, was married to Halsten Nilssen Skjorset, a farmer at “Ovregarden” at . The daughter Gjertruanna was borne in 1844 and was married to Iver Olsen Stokke. He was borne at Kvikne in Nord-Osterdalen, and his family, which was called Storas, came moving to Averoy in 1854 and shortly thereafter they came to Stokke. They later bought the farm “Deropp” from Iver Ellingsen Stokke. Some years later they sold this farm and Gjertruanna and Iver took over “Nesbukten” after her parents.

The youngest child of Johan and Maria, Ane Boletta, was educated a teacher, and was practicing at Boemsnes on Averay [Averøy] for many years. She was borne in 1854.

In 1827 Jacob Ericsen had to borrow 45 “spd.” And once again it was Herr Hans (Gron Bull) who gave him the mortgage loan. As mortgage was given half of the farm “Nordgarden” including furniture. The value of “Nordgarden” was in 1824 estimated to 608 “spd.” 2 “ort” and 14 “sk.”.

During the division of inheritance after the death of Jacob’s father-in-law, he was not able to pay out Beret’s Sieblings [siblings], and as a consequence they (Beret’s sieblings [siblings]) were now owners of the 20 “marklag” – the other half of the farm. Not until the division of inheritance after Jacob Ericsen (who dies 15th of April, 1833) was the other half of “Nordgarden” paid and the son Amund Jacobsen became the new owner. Autumn the same year, Amund provided accommodations and support for his mother.

Amund Jacobsen was married not more than three months after his father passed away. The wedding was held at July 7th, and the bride was Beret Andersdatter Halset, who was also the bridegroom’s cousin. The 19th of April 1834 Beret and Amund had a daughter, called Gjertru Anna. She was married to Ole Thoresen Skjarset [Skjørset], from Skjarset [Skjørset] (Storlandet), July 17th 1856. Their son, Jacob, was borne May 23rd 1839, but he died of smallpox shortly thereafter (January 1840). The 10th of February 1841 they once again gave birth to a son who was also called Jacob. He was confirmed a Christian in Kvarnes [Kvernes] Church in 1856, and he later moved to Kristansund. In 1865 he was there mentioned as “a worksman” and he was unmarried. In 1876 he is registered at the division of inheritance after his sister Gjertru Anna.

The youngest child of Beret and Amund, Marta, was borne the 25th of February 1844. In 1867 she was married to Jon Pedersen Herskedal (“Dalakran”, Kjol).

Amund Jacobsen also had a daughter with another woman before he was married to Beret. October 18th 1825 a girl called Mana Iversdatter Veiset gave birth to a daughter who was called Ane Olava. The books tell that Amund reported himself as the father to the child.

Like the other farmers at Stokke, Amund Jacobsen was also a fisherman in addition to the farm work. It was the fishing that supported cash money needed for paying tax to State and Community, as well as paying for their daily living. Still it was the property tax that counted the most, and besides the Community needed funds to school and public assistance.

March 24th 1849 they venture out from Grip for fishing. That day Amund Jacobsen got lost, together with many others from Storlandet. During the division of inheritance “Nordgarden” was valued to 200spd, and the furniture to 72 spd and 10 ½ sk. Expenditure for the division amounted to more than 28 spd, a bond to Fredrik Hjlkrem for 75 spd, interest included. They also owed merchant H. Lossius 5 spd, 1 ort and 6 sk., tithe to the vicar for 1 spd and tithe to the church for 2 ort 12 sk. The widow was given a burial compensation of 8 spd. When expenditures and debt were subtracted, the net inheritance amounted to a little more than 118 spd. The widow was entitled to the half, Jacob got his part as a brother, that is roughly 29 spd, Gjertru Anna and Marta got their parts as sisters, near to 15 spd each.

Beret Andersdatter took over the farm and ran it for three years, until she the 12th of July 1852 married to Kristen Pedersen Furst from Furst at Batnfjord. He was borne in 1821. Beret survived her son [husband] by 6 years, she died February 28th 1855.

[The following paragraph appeared in the 1982 version but was removed by Aasmund Stokke as of Nov, 1998]

Now it was Kristen Pedersen who ran the farm, and he ?????? to have moved the farm house from ?????yard in “Gaminelgala” (“The old farm”) to where they are standing today, at “Skeinbeigen” – or “Der nord” (“There north”) as it was also called. Kristen Pedersen married in1863 to Ane Larsdatter Oye from “Steinbeigen” until Kristen Pedersen deeded the farm to his brother’s son Peder Jonsen Stokke, born at Furst [Furset].

The division of inheritance after Beret Andersdatter was not held until the widow remarried, in 1863. The daughters, Gjertru Anna and Marta, inherited nearly 50 spd each, and Jacob a little more than 86 spd.

In 1855 Gjertru Anna and Ole Thorsen [Thoresen] got a son. He was given the name of Thore Andreas, after his grandfathers, and he was born April 25th. He was confirmed a Christian in Kvernes Church the 16th of Octobre 1870, and he later moved to Kvafjord [Kvæfjord] in Troms County. The oldest daughter was Beret Anna, she was borne May 3rd 1858 at Skjrarset [Skjørset]. Shortly thereafter Gjertru Anna and Ole Thorsen moved to Kristiansund. They rented a house at Nordlandet. The house belonged to N. H. Knudtzon, and Ole worked as a “carpenter”, building worker. Their daughter Lavinia was born in Kristiansund the 16th 1865, Jacob Amundsen was registered as a lodger in his sister and her husband’s house, and he was mentioned as a “working man” of profession.

Shortly after the census Gjertru Anna and Ole moved back to Stokke. They bought a part of “Nordgarden”, which was given the “farm-number” 7, and this is actually the “main farm” of the parts into which Nordgarden had successively been divided. Farm number 7 was colloquially called “Vatta” which means soil which has become moistened or wet due to vein of water. This part constituted 1/3 of the old “Nordgarden”. The remaining 2/3 was that part which was called “Skeinbeigen”, and was now run by Kristen Pedersen.

The two youngest children of Gjertru Anna and Ole was than born at Stokke August 31st 1866. The daughter was given the name of Jetta, and the boy was called Ole Kristian.

The 28th of December 1875, three days before census taking, Gjertru Anna died, 42 years of age. Accordingly, by census Ole Thoresen was registered as widower, farm-owner and farmer. The eldest son, Thore Andreas, had moved away from home. The oldest daughter, Beret Anna, was registered as “visiting daughter”. She was at home, it was New Years eve, but most of all they were concerned about their mother’s death. The daughter Lavinia was already 16, and “assisting the father”, in the same way the two youngest children – Jetta and Ole Kristian – lived at the farm.

They now kept 2 cows, 10 sheep and 1 goat at “Vatta”, they sowed 3 barrels of oat, and planted 2 barrels of potatoes. The crop could be as much as 15 – 18 barrels of oat and 16 – 20 barrels of potatoes. Now, as before, it was the fishery which was most important regarding to cash; the farm supplied food and shelter and wool for homespun clothes. Finer cloth – Sunday best, was bought.

October 23rd 1866, Ole Thoresen remarried, this time with the widow Ane Larsdatter Sorset, from Sorset (now written Sorset) at Eide. Consequently a division of inheritance was held after Gjertru Anna Amundsdatter, and this was completed November 25th same year. The farm, “Vatta”, was valued to 120 spd, and the furniture was estimated a value of 67 spd 58 sk., alltogether 187 spd and 58 sk.. From this was subtracted a debt of 81 spd, 90 sk., including 34 spd. which the farm owed Jacob Amundsen Stokke, a brother of Gjertru Anna. Martinus Thoresen Skjarset [Skjørset], Ole’s brother, was to have 23 spd. The farm also owed 60 sk. to doctor Brodtkorb.

According to legislation, half of the inheritance was to be given to the surviving mate, the other half was divided among the children, who got nearly 9 spd. each. Converted into the new monetary system this amounted to about 35 Kroner. 

Ane Larsdatter and Ole Thoresen did not have any children together, accordingly, when there was once again census taking January 1st, 1891 it was only the two of them living in “Våttån”.  None of Ole and Gjertru Anna’s children settled and ran the farm, they all moved away from home.  The eldest son moved to Kvaefjord, the daughter Beret Anna was married to a man called Sandstad from Hitra.  They emigrated to USA.  The daughter Lavinia and the twins Jetta and Ole Kristian also moved to America (USA).

Ole Thoresen lived until after the turn of the century, but in 1898 he sold “Våttå” and a new owner took charge of the farming.
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